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ROLE:




Volunteer 
RESPONSIBLE TO:
Operational Co-ordinator – Volunteer Led Services
BASE(S):



Across Suffolk
OPPORTUNITY:
Independent Visitor
Description of opportunity: 

Anglia Care Trust provides assistance and support to ‘Looked after Children’ and ‘Children in Need’. All Looked after Children should, under Section 26A of the Children Act 1989, be offered the chance to have an ‘Independent Visitor’ (IV).
The Independent Visitor role contributes to the welfare of ‘Looked after Children’ and ‘Children in Need’ and comprises of visiting, advising and befriending. Specific tasks vary according to the needs and wishes of the individual young person.
.

Volunteer role including main tasks/responsibilities: 

One of the key outcomes of the project is to provide long term support for a young person. Many young people in the care system will have experienced a considerable amount of change; the role of IV is to be a consistent figure in their lives, building a rapport whilst being a positive role model.
· Visiting the young person on a monthly basis
· Providing unbiased information to young people to enable them to make informed decisions
· Supporting young people in dealing with conflict and anxiety, constructively and effectively

· Sign posting a young person to relevant professional organisations
· Befriending a young person whilst maintaining a professional relationship.
Skills/qualities required to carry out the role: 

· Ability to engage and build a good rapport with their young people

· Effective communication skills

· Excellent listening skills

· Able to partake in fun and varied activities
· Full clean driving licence and access to own transport
· Understanding of ICT in order to maintain accurate records

· Sound time management.
Full training will be provided.

Commitment Required 

One visit per month, potentially week days, evenings or weekends dependent when the Service User and Volunteer are available. All Service Users will be different. IV is a long term relationship and Volunteers would be expected to commit to their role until the young person   reaches their 18th birthday or leaves the care system.
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